The class aims at familiarizing students with a set of basic notions and issues
related to the domain of scientific methods of studying linguistic data (naturalistic
versus experimental). To date, there is rich research on the acquisition of maternal
languages, second (foreign) languages, bilingualism and heritage languages. All
this research relies on carefully structured protocols of investigation whose
application ensures that the results are comparable.

The class follows the structure of scientific papers. It starts with discussing the
formulation of research questions and hypotheses based on the extant literature. It
goes on to show how the concepts introduced in the questions and hypotheses are
operationalized as the variables of the study. It discusses naturalistic and
experimental methods of data collection that target both production and
comprehension. It focuses on introducing methods of presenting results (tables,
graphs) and on spelling out conclusions.

The PowerPoint presentations are amply illustrated with examples and students
will get the chance to work on small data sets in practice sessions.

The class will be of interest to students who wish to write graduation papers on
topics related to experimental linguistics and who consider applying for the English
linguistics master’s program.



