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PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY 
1. The vowels and consonants in English. Their description, distribution and IPA transcription. 

2. Phonological processes. 

3. Syllable structure. Syllabification. 

Bibliography 
Brozbă, G. 2018. From Zero to Hero. English Phonetics and Phonology. Bucharest: Ars Docendi; 

pp. 51–69; pp. 100–110. 

Mateescu, D. 2002. English Phonetics and Phonological Theory. Bucharest: Editura Universităţii 

din Bucureşti; pp. 159–186. 

 

 

TENSE–ASPECT–MODALITY 
1. The aspectual (re)categorization of verb phrases.  

2. The perfect.  

3. The modal verbs can, could, may, might, must, will, would. Syntactic and semantic properties.  

Bibliography 
Huddleston, R., Pullum, G. K. (eds) 2002. The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; Chapter 3, Sections: 3.2 (pp. 118– 125), 5.1–5.5 

(pp. 139–147), 9.3 (pp.180–185), 9.5 (pp.188–194), 9.8.1 (pp.196–198), 9.9 (pp.203–204). 

 

 

DERIVATIONAL MORPHOLOGY (WORD FORMATION) 
1. Word formation processes in English. An overview. 

2. Word constituent structure. Selkirk's model of affixation. 

3. Argument structure and affixation. Grimshaw's theory of deverbal nominalizations. 
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Editura Universităţii din Bucureşti. pp. 73–86; 125–137; 209–228. 

 

 

SYNTAX I 
1. Unaccusatives and unergatives 

2. Double object constructions 

3. Passive sentences  

Bibliography 
Avram, L. 2006. English Syntax. The Structure of Root Clauses. Bucharest: Editura Universității din 

București. Chapter IV. Intransitive predicates: 1.1, 1.2.1 (pp. 168–173), 1.2.3.1, 1.2.3.2 (pp. 

175–178); 1.2.3.4., 1.2.3.5, 1.2.3.6 (pp. 181–191). Chapter V. Transitive predicates: 2.1, 2.2, 

2.3 (pp. 211–218); 2.5.2 (pp. 224–227). Chapter VI. The floating nature of (in)transitivity: 

3.1 (pp. 294–295); 3.3, 3.4, 3.5 (pp. 301–320). 

 

 

SYNTAX II 
1. Subordinate clauses of the type that complements 

2. Subordinate clauses of the type infinitive complements 

3. Subordinate clauses of the type -ing complements 

Bibliography 
Vişan, N. 2003. Sentence Processes. Bucharest: Editura Credis; chapter 4, pp. 26–31; chapters 6–8, 

pp.42–87. 

 

 

PRAGMATICS 
1. Speech act theory: felicity conditions, the classification of speech acts, direct and indirect speech 

acts (Searle). 

2. The Principle of Cooperation, conversational maxims, conversational implicatures (Grice). 

3. Politeness theory: face (positive/negative), politeness strategies, negative/positive politeness 

(Brown and Levinson 1987). 

Bibliography 
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Bucureşti; chapter 2, section 2.2., pp. 43–52, chapter 3, sections 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, pp. 56–69; 
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