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Nationalism is one of the most resilient phenomena of modernity, it accompanied the birth of liberal 

democracies in the 18th century and it still conditions the pace and profile of globalisation, 

integration, and world politics today. While it has been amply researched and documented from 

historical, political, economic, psychological, and religious perspectives, discourse studies on 

nationalism have been timid and sparse. The present course proposes to highlight and analyse the 

way in which people identify with a collective self and/or other in order to imagine national 

societies and then govern, preserve, and change them according to these self-grounding discourses. 

 

The course offers a comparative perspective on national identity formation using examples from the 

English-speaking and the East-European worlds in order to provide a more diverse and unbiased 

image of nationalism while familiarizing students with its political underpinnings It builds on the 

knowledge of approaches to cultural identity surveyed by the Contemporary Critical Approaches 

and by the English Literature courses from the previous years, and it prepares the students for the 

more in-depth and comparative study of identity in Cultural Studies MA Programs. 

 

The course introduces students to the methodology and issues of national identity. Discursive and 

ideological strategies will be discussed and illustrated. Students will become familiar with the more 

recent constructivist models of identity formation, with discourse studies, and with the field of 

political ideologies. Theoretical approaches will be illustrated with, and applied on both fictional 

and non-fictional texts in the nationalist canon of Romania and English-speaking cultures. 

 

The class is also an exam pre-selection and a preparatory course for MA programs in British 

Cultural Studies, American Studies, Canadian Studies (SCILL). 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Texts are mostly provided in electronic format but are also available at the British 

Cultural Studies Center (Pitar Mos, 1st floor) - inquire at the librarian's desk.  

“B. Stefanescu - Patrii din cuvinte” may still be available at the UB bookstore (holul 

Facultatii de Istorie). 
 

1. Heywood, A. Political ideologies. An introduction, London: Macmillian Education LTD, 

1992 (p. 3-92, 193-215); 

2. Hutchinson, J. & A. D. Smith. Nationalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994 (p. 

34-70,76-82, 89-102, 113-131, 280-300); 

3. Lefter, I.B. ‘Poate fi considerat postcomunismul un post-colonialism?’. Caietele Echinox, 

vol. 1, Cluj: Dacia, 2001 (p. 117-119) 

http://www.phantasma.ro/caiete/caiete/caiete1/13.html ; 

4. Ştefănescu, B. 'On the Discrimination of Nationalisms', in Krytyka no. 11/nov. 1999, 

Kiew (see English e-version on this site); 

5. Ştefănescu, B. Patrii din cuvinte. Bucuresti: Editura Universitatii din Bucuresti, 2016 (p. 

37-64); 

6. Todorova, M. Balcanii şi balcanismul. Bucharest: Humanitas, 2000 (p. 35-41). 

http://stefanescu-optional.blogspot.com/
http://www.phantasma.ro/caiete/caiete/caiete1/13.html


 

There will be 7 SCHEDULED GENERAL MEETINGS with reading assignments in 

October-December 2017 plus optional weekly tutorials 
1. Organization and Preliminary Remarks 

Hutchinson 34-70, 76-82, 89-102;  

2. Definition and Theories of Nationalism 

Ştefănescu – Patrii din cuvinte and 'On the Discrimination of Nationalisms' 1-9 [Section 

'Theorizing Nationalism' (stop before 'Anarchist Nationalism')] 

3. Radical-Antithetic and Liberal-Analogic Nationalism 

Heywood 15-53;  

Hutchinson 113-121;  

Ştefănescu [see respective sections in the article] 

4. Anarchic-Metaphoric and Conservative-Ironic Nationalism 

Heywood 53-92, 193-215;  

Hutchinson 122-131;  

Ştefănescu [see respective sections in the article] 

5. Nationalism, Modernity and Postmodernity 

Hutchinson 55-70, 289-300; 

6. Nationalism, Postcolonialism and Postcommunism 

Hutchinson 280-286;  

Todorova 35-41;  

I.B. Lefter (in Echinox 117-119) 

7. Discussion of proposed themes and outlines for final written essays 

Presentation of the bibliography for the final essay proposed by each student. 

 

N.B. Every week I will be available for consultations on bibliography and course-related 

projects (the time and room TBA). 

 

COURSE PREREQUISITES 

 Attend 5 out of 7 meetings 

 Deliver an in-class presentation 

 Write a 6-page final essay 

 No final exam 

 

· Attendance. Attendance is mandatory for at least 5 out of the 7 meetings, otherwise the 

student will not get a pass. 

· Seminar requirements. 1. Each student will have to give ONE 15-minute presentation. 

The presentation will be the equivalent of a 3-4-page essay and is to be delivered (not read!) 

in 15 mins. and then discussed in, and by the rest of the class. Students who cannot deliver 

an oral presentation will hand in a 3-4-page WRITTEN CRITICAL ESSAY 2. Apart from 

these assignments, students will also be assessed for their participation in class discussions. 

3. All students (not just those on assignment) MUST READ CLOSELY THE SELECTED 

TEXT(S) for each seminar. PERSONAL READING NOTES will be required to verify 

comprehension. Quizzes should be expected. 

· Rules for seminar assignments. Students will enlist for an assignment (presentation/essay) 

on the first scheduled meeting. Volunteering for oral presentations will be attract a bonus of 

2 points for the overall seminar mark. Failure to deliver the presentation at the exact 

scheduled time will be marked as 0. Presentations also have to be handed in at the end of the 

scheduled meeting in written form. Failure to comply with the assigned topic and 

methodology (see Critical methodology for seminar assignments immediately below) for a 

presentation will be marked as 1 (one). Students will not be awarded a grade for this course 

(i.e., will not pass) unless they have performed all their seminar assignments (i.e., 



PRESENTATION, CLOSE READING OF TEXTS FOR DISCUSSION, PARTICIPATION 

IN DISCUSSIONS). 

· Critical methodology for seminar assignments. 

-The theme/topic and scope of each presentation will be negotiated well in advance with the 

course director. 

-During the actual delivery as well as in the written essay, the theme and critical framework 

must be clearly stated. The presentation must also have a firm outline and come as a headed 

argument. 

-All of these will appear in a concise, yet sufficiently clear handout for teacher and other 

students. 

-For presentation and debates of the seminar bibliography, the students are expected to 

actively process the critical text they are presenting. This involves extracting the outline of 

the main argument, rearranging and selecting the ideas of the text in accordance with their 

personal prioritization, suggesting points of contention and avenues for debate, highlighting 

the strengths and weaknesses of the text, and, just as importantly, suggesting how the text 

could be used to discuss Romanian/their native culture. 

· Computation of grade. The seminar grade will reflect: 1) the assignment (the presentation) 

= 33% of seminar grade; 2) participation in the seminar debates = 33%; 3) preparation (close 

reading and reading notes) and attendance = 33%. The seminar grade will count as half of 

the final mark, the other half is the final written assignment. 

· Final written assignment. The final written assignment is a 6-page critical essay. In order 

for the essay to be taken into consideration it must: a) be based on preliminary negotiation of 

the theme, the approach, the format and the structure of the argument, b) have a clearly 

stated theme, approach and structure, c) comply with the style of an academic critical essay 

(references, bibliography, editing etc.). Please note that the theme has to deal with the 

(construction of a) cultural identity of a (national/ethnic etc.) group and the approach must 

be derived from the area of discourse studies (rhetoric, pragmatics, DA/CDA, power and 

discourse etc.) and/or political/ideology studies. Work in the form of personal essay, 

editorial journalism, historical overview will not be taken into account. 

Any form of PLAGIARISM (http://www.plagiarism.org/ ) will automatically result in a 

fail. 

· Malfunctions. Should any problems arise regarding the bibliography and its availability to 

students or the impossibility to meet a deadline or other requirements, please notify B. 

STEFANESCU immediately. Excuses will not be accepted unless a solution has been 

attempted with the course director/BCSC management beforehand. 

N.B. One standard page is 2000 characters with spaces (cf. Tools-Word Count menu in 

Microsoft Word). Therefore, the 6-page final essay should count 12,000 characters with 

spaces. Only printed work will be considered for evaluation. 

 

http://www.plagiarism.org/

